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BEST WESTERN PLUS HERITAGE INN 

1700 Fox Farm Road ~ Great Falls, MT 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  -  NO REGISTRATION FEE 
 

LUNCH $20  -  PLEASE RSVP TO GUARANTEE A MEAL 
 

SPECIAL OFFER:   

If you become a member of MCA or renew your 2018 dues 

at Cattlemen’s Day, your lunch will be complimentary! 
 

* * * * 
 

9:00 a.m. Worker’s Compensation Safety Workshop 
Participation qualifies for policy dividends 

  

10:00 a.m. Senator Jon Tester’s Office - Jesse Anderson, Ag Liaison  
   

11:00 a.m. Hilary Cooley - U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 
Grizzly Bear Recovery Program  

 

12:00  Lunch - Montana Style Angus Roast Beef 
     Price: $20  RSVP mca@montanacattlemen.org 
 

1:00 p.m. USCA  -  Washington DC Updates 
 

2:00 p.m. Todd Hanson - Managing Partner, Norsman Consulting Group 
    Proposed Great Falls Slaughterhouse & Meat Processing Plant 
   (Representing Friesen Foods & Madison Food Park)  
  

3:00 p.m. Chaley Harney - Executive Director, Montana Beef Council  
 

4:00 p.m. MCA Annual Business Meeting - Open to all members 
  Presentation of proposed resolutions 
  Nomination of officers and directors 
  Suggestions on issues for MCA to pursue in 2018 
 

5:00 p.m. Social hour and no-host bar 
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WHY MONTANA NEEDS COOL AGAIN 
By Jeannie Alderson and Nicolai Cocergine 

 

Sep 23, 2017 — Montana has been shaped by the 
image of the cattle industry. Cows grazing, hardy ranching 
families working the land and the rough-hewn hands of 
butchers are all iconic images of our state’s heritage. We 
represent two different ends of this heritage – the rancher 
who raises the cattle, and the neighborhood butcher who 
works in the meat department of your local grocery store. 
Unfair trade deals have put our shared culture in jeopardy. 

Many of the struggles of the American beef industry 
can be traced back to the passage of the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994. This bad trade 
deal cleared the way for global meat companies to import 
large amounts of low-quality beef and mix it with American 
beef. Many Montanans have probably witnessed the 
endless streams of cattle trucks pouring down from 
Canada and wearing out our highways after NAFTA was 
signed. 

NAFTA also removed tariffs on live cattle imports, 
allowing meatpacking companies to flood the U.S. market 
with cattle from Canada and Mexico, driving down the 
prices received by American ranchers and causing them 
to raise fewer cows. The U.S. cattle herd is now at its 
lowest level since 1941, which has contributed to the 
shutdown of 50 U.S. beef packing plants since NAFTA’s 
passage. 

Worst of all — at the behest of the global 
meatpacking companies and Canada and Mexico — the 
World Trade Organization recently used the threat of trade 
sanctions to coerce Congress into repealing Country of 
Origin Labeling (COOL) in 2015. This took away the ability 

of American consumers to know where their meat comes 
from, and choose beef that was born, raised and 
slaughtered right here in the United States. 

Congress repealed COOL when we needed it most. 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture recently discovered 
contaminated beef from Brazil at the U.S. border with 
abscesses, salmonella and E. coli. This bad shipment was 
caught, but it underscores the clear value of consumers 
knowing where their meat comes from. 

Losing COOL also had a devastating impact upon 
ranchers. With COOL in place, ranch families got as much 
as $2.52/pound for their steers. After COOL repeal, prices 
fell to as low as $1.50/pound. These low prices haven’t 
benefited American consumers, as beef prices stayed 
roughly the same from 2014 to 2016. 

No matter what NAFTA apologists may promise, the 
road to economic prosperity for our rural communities 
cannot be forged through the near halving of ranch 
families’ income, or the loss of thousands of good 
meatpacking jobs. Nor does it hinge on hiding the truth 
from consumers about where their beef comes from. 

The United States has recently reopened NAFTA for 
renegotiation with Canada and Mexico. Revisiting a trade 
agreement is a rare opportunity. It’s even rarer that the 
negotiations present an opportunity to support such a 
huge and critical portion of the American economy. That’s 
why the Trump administration, Sens. Steve Daines and 
Jon Tester, and Rep. Greg Gianforte should seize this 
moment to reinstate COOL and make NAFTA a better 
trade deal for hard-working families across Montana. 

Jeanie Alderson is a rancher from Birney, owner of Omega 

Beef Inc. and treasurer of the Northern Plains Resource 

Council. Nicolai Cocergine is the president of the United Food 

and Commercial Workers Local 4 in Butte. 

GREAT FALLS PROPOSED FOOD 

PROCESSING PLANT 
KRTV NEWS:  The Cascade County Planning 

Division has received a Special Use Permit Application to 
allow Madison Food Park LLC, to operate a food 
processing plant between Great Falls and Belt.  The 
facility would also include a large scale packaging, 
transportation, and distribution network. 

Friesen Foods LLC acquired approximately 3,018 
acres of undeveloped real estate located about 8.3 miles 
southeast of Great Falls. The project will include a 
processing plant for cattle, pigs, and chickens, and the 
related further processing facilities for beef, pork, and 
poultry. The project will also incorporate facilities for the 
processing of fresh milk, supplied by local and regional 
dairy producers into a variety of cheese products; and a 
distillery which will source the grain necessary for the 
production of Montana-branded spirits from cereal crops 
grown in the region.  

Developers expect that when the project is fully 
operational, it will directly create about 3,075 jobs, along 
with as many as 85 supporting jobs in the surrounding 
community. Western Livestock Auction officials say the 
Golden Triangle relies on agriculture. General manager 
Lynn Perry says the plant could provide more competition, 
which helps the industry grow. He says the new plant 

could also reduce freight costs for area producers who 
currently send their livestock to other states.  "Great Falls, 
in this Golden Triangle, we thrive on agriculture, it's our 
bread and butter and this works right in with us. The more 
people to buy our product, the better, and it just helps 
agriculture in general," Perry said. 

Some concerned residents say they are skeptical 
about the possibility of the plant and the problems it could 
create for area residents.  Cascade County resident 
George Nikolakakos says he worries the park will have a 
high turnover rate, create traffic and odor issues and hurt 
property values. He believes the area will see an influx of 
workers that would take a toll on local communities and 
institutions.  "My primary concern is the tax it will create on 
our institutions, and I don't see the economic investment 
being worth it, most likely," said Nikolakakos. 

The special use permit application will have a public 
hearing by the Cascade County Zoning Board of 
Adjustment.  The hearing will be on Thursday, November 
9th, starting at 9 a.m. at the Family Living Center at 
Montana ExpoPark. Public comments that will be included 
in the staff report are to be submitted by October 13th, but 
officials say they will be taking public comment up until the 
public hearing on November 9. 

NOTE:  TODD HANSON, representing Madison Food 

Park, will be speaking at Cattlemen’s Day, December 9.  See 
Page 1 of this newsletter for schedule. 
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Please join us at the Best Western Plus Heritage Inn in Great Falls on Saturday, December 9, 2017 for our 16th 
Annual Cattlemen’s Day.  It’s also a great time to do a little Christmas shopping! 
  
During our business meeting beginning at 4:00 p.m. members may present proposed resolutions to establish MCA 
policy.  The resolutions will be discussed and voted on at that time as to whether or not they will be included in a 
mail-out ballot to the entire membership for vote.  (Our current policy may be found on our website.) 
  
Also during that meeting, nominations for officers and directors will be accepted for inclusion on the ballot.   
  
MCA consists of three districts—Western, Central, Eastern—with two directors each; four at large directors elected 
from any part of Montana; one business director; and one Native American director, for a total of 12 directors. 

 
  

**IF YOU WILL BE UNABLE TO ATTEND CATTLEMEN’S 
DAY ON DECEMBER 9, PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR 
RESOLUTIONS AND OFFICER AND DIRECTOR 
NOMINATIONS IN WRITING NO LATER THAN  

DECEMBER 1, 2017 TO: 
 

  Montana Cattlemen’s Assn. 
PO Box 536 ~ Vaughn, MT  59487 

 
Or email:  mca@montanacattlemen.org 

DISTRICT MAP 

 

Dear MCA Members: 
 

Please plan to attend our 16th annual Cattlemen’s Day in Great Falls.  We look forward to spending the day with 
our members discussing issues that are important to the Montana cattle industry.  There is no registration fee; however, 
if you plan on having lunch with us please RSVP no later than November 30 to guarantee your meal.   

RSVP: mca@montanacattlemen.org or call Jan 467-2251.  The cost for lunch is $20; but as a special offer, those 
who join or renew their $50 membership in MCA at Cattlemen’s Day will receive a complimentary lunch!!  You may also 

complete the membership form on Page 10 of this newsletter and mail it to the office along with a notation that you are planning 

to attend Cattlemen’s Day and your complimentary lunch will be automatically reserved for you. 

Our annual membership meeting will take place at 4:00 p.m.  At that time, members are encouraged to present 
topics they would like MCA to work on during 2018.  We also look forward to discussing any proposed resolutions you 
may have to our policy whether it be water rights, state and federal lands, natural resources, wildlife management, 
marketing, legislation, animal health and welfare issues, etc.  We value your input and are always appreciative of 
suggestions for issues that MCA can pursue.  

If you are interested in serving as an officer or director, or on a committee, please let us know by December 1 by 
either calling me at 741-3680 or emailing mca@montanacattlemen.org. 

As a reminder, MCA annual membership dues become due January 1 for the 2018 calendar year.  (See page 10.)  
Your continued support of MCA and our efforts to strengthen the Montana cattle industry is sincerely appreciated.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jim Baker 
MCA President 
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Pour yourself a cup of steaming coffee, pull up 
a chair and spend a few minutes with Jess 
Peterson every 1st and 3rd Tuesday morning 
for an update on legislation impacting the U.S. 
cattle industry in Washington, D.C.   

This early morning forum has been created as an “information exchange” where producers can offer input and feedback 
directly to Jess on policy that will impact the viability and profitability of you, the rancher, and Jess can keep you 
informed about what’s happening on the Hill.  This is an easy way to keep yourself abreast of the issues—and you don’t 
even have to leave the house!  

For those of you who may not be familiar with Jess, he’s a 5th generation rancher and Montana native.  He serves as 
spokesperson for USCA in Washington D.C., frequently appearing on national media forums and industry panels 
regarding the interests of cattle producers.  Calls are held at 7:00 a.m. Mountain time every 1st and 3rd Tuesday.  The 
call-in number is 1-866-254-5984.  No passcode is required.   

There is no charge for the call (other than your ordinary long distance service provider charge) and calls are open to 
everyone.  If you have email, you may also wish to be placed on Jess’s email HORN WRAP reminder list to remind you 
of the upcoming call and let you know about the topics that will be discussed that day. Simply email Jess at: 
jess@wssdc.com and ask to be placed on this reminder list. 
 

You’re Invited to the  

Washington, D.C.   

HORN WRAP CALL 

Ongoing FSA Notice of Loss Requirements: 

NAP – Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 15 calendar days of the earlier of 
 a natural disaster occurrence, the final planting date if planting is prevented by a natural disaster, the date that 
 damage to the crop or loss of production becomes apparent; or the normal harvest date. 

ELAP – Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-Raised Fish Program: Submit Notice of Loss the 
 earlier of 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent or Nov. 1st after the end of the program year in which the 
 loss occurred. 

LIP - Livestock Indemnity Program: Submit Notice of Loss within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent. 

 

MONTANA LAND RELIANCE CELEBRATES 1,000,000 ACRES PROTECTED LAND 
 

On August 5, 2017, the Montana Land Reliance (MLR) celebrated the signing of its millionth acre easement in the 
presence of nearly 400 of its current and former conservation easement donors and holders.  Cathy Campbell, 
conservation easement donor and former MLR board member, hosted the event on the historic Hilger Ranch, adjacent 
to the Gates of the Mountains.  Many of MLR’s former staff and Board of Directors attended, including the Montana Land 
Reliance co-founder, Christine Torgrimson. 
 
Torgrimson co-founded the organization in 1978 with Barbara Rusmore.  MLR’s mission at the time was “to establish a 
renewable and equitable agricultural way of life through conservation and economic sufficiency.”  Staff reformed the 
organization’s mission in 1983 to read as it does today, and over the next nearly 40 years—never with a project staff 
larger than six—MLR protected on average 22,808 acres annually.  The slow and steady work of MLR’s staff, Board of 
Directors, trustees, and most importantly over 840 Montana landowners, gave the Montana Land Reliance its individual 
successes and, ultimately, one million protected acres. 
 
Phil Rostad, longtime MLR board member and Montana landowner, signed the millionth acre conservation easement 
document on stage with Managing Director, Lois Delger-DeMars, and Board President George Olsen.  The Rostad 
property is a fitting one to claim the title of millionth acre easement, as it represents MLR’s mission and vision of 
protecting large, open, working, rural landscapes with abundances of wildlife and rangelands. 
 

The Montana Land Reliance partners with private landowners to permanently protect agricultural lands, fish and wildlife habitat, 

and open space.  The lasting benefits of MLR’s work are the perpetuation of a lifestyle and economy that rely on responsibly 

managed private land and increasingly valuable Montana open spaces that will continue to nourish the spirit of future generations. 
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Livestock Forage Disaster Program Expands to 41 Montana Counties 
FSA's Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer 

grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land, or fire on federally managed 
land. 

Livestock producers in 41 Montana counties are eligible to apply for 2017 LFP benefits on small grain, native 
pasture, improved pasture, annual ryegrass and forage sorghum that is produced on dryland acres and used for grazing. 
Irrigated acres used for grazing or aftermath grazing are not eligible under this program. Eligible livestock include 
alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer or sheep that have 
been or would have been grazing the eligible grazing land or pastureland during the normal grazing period.  

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of a 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on federally 
managed lands due to qualifying fire. 

As of Sept. 28, 2017, the following 41 Montana counties met the drought criteria on the U.S. Drought Monitor and 
are eligible for the 2017 LFP Program: Big Horn, Blaine, Broadwater, Carter, Cascade, Chouteau, Custer, Daniels, 
Dawson, Fallon, Fergus, Flathead, Garfield, Glacier, Golden Valley, Hill, Jefferson, Judith Basin, Lewis and 
Clark, Liberty, Lincoln, McCone, Meagher, Musselshell, Petroleum, Phillips, Pondera, Powder River, Prairie, 
Richland, Roosevelt, Rosebud, Sanders, Sheridan, Teton, Toole, Treasure, Valley, Wheatland, Wibaux and 
Yellowstone.  

• 1 monthly LFP payment: Big Horn, Flathead, Lincoln and Sanders 

• 3 monthly LFP payments: Broadwater, Glacier, Jefferson,  Lewis and Clark, Pondera and Toole 

• 4 monthly LFP payments: Carter, Cascade, Chouteau, Dawson, Fallon, Golden Valley, Judith Basin, Liberty, 
Meagher, Musselshell, Powder River, Richland, Teton, Treasure, Wheatland, Wibaux and Yellowstone 
• 5 monthly LFP payments: Blaine, Custer, Daniels, Fergus, Garfield, Hill, McCone, Petroleum, Phillips, Prairie, 

Roosevelt, Rosebud, Sheridan and Valley. 
Producers with grazing land physically located in one of the 41 eligible LFP counties should contact their local FSA 

office to schedule an appointment to begin the application process.  
Eligible livestock producers must complete a CCC-853 and the required supporting documentation no later than 

Jan. 30, 2018, for 2017 losses. Note that 2017 acreage reports are required to be filed for all eligible land no later than 
the final reporting date of Nov. 15, 2017. Acreage reports filed after that date will not be accepted which will result in 
ineligibility for the 2017 LFP program. Required supporting documents may include information related to grazing leases 
or federal grazing permits, contract grower agreements, documentation to support livestock inventory and more.  

Nov. 1: All Hay Bales Must be Removed from Emergency CRP (Extended Deadline) 
Nov. 1: 2017 Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees & Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) Application for 
Payment Deadline 
Nov. 1: Signup Begins for 2018 Agricultural Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
Nov. 6: County Committee Election Ballots will be mailed to Eligible Voters 
Nov. 12: All Hay Bales Must be Removed from Managed CRP 
Nov. 15: 2018 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apiculture, Perennial Forage, Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF) includ-
ing native grass, fall wheat (Hard Red Winter), and all other fall-seeded small grains  
Nov. 15: Final 2017 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Apiculture, Perennial Forage, Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF) 
including native grass, fall wheat (Hard Red Winter), and all other fall-seeded small grains 
Dec. 1: 2018 NAP Application Closing Date for Honey Producers 
Dec. 4: Last Day to Return Voted County Committee Election Ballots to local FSA Offices 
Dec. 15: Last day of 2018 MPP-Dairy Signup 
Jan. 1, 2018: Newly elected FSA County Committee Members Take Office 
Jan. 2, 2018: 2018 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Honey covered under NAP (or 30 days after placement of colonies.) 
Please note that this is the Final Acreage Reporting Deadline for 2017 Honey covered under NAP. 
Jan. 15, 2018: 2018 Acreage Reporting Deadline for Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Alfalfa Seed and Cherries. 
Please note that this is the Final Acreage Reporting Deadline for 2017 Established Stand Alfalfa Seed, Fall Al-
falfa Seed and Cherries. 
Jan. 30, 2018: Deadline for 2017 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) Application for Payment and Supporting 
Documentation 
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THOUSANDS OF TEXAS CATTLE MAY HAVE DIED  
IN WAKE OF HARVEY 

 

HOUSTON — Texas agricultural officials fear thousands 
of cattle may have died in the aftermath of Harvey, 
resulting in losses to ranchers of tens of millions of 
dollars.  

The counties that sustained damage when Harvey 
first came ashore Aug. 25 were home to 1.2 million head 
of cattle, representing 1-in-4 of all beef cows in Texas, the 
nation's largest producer.  

Sales of beef cattle and calves in the state averaged 
$10.7 billion annually between 2011 and 2014, according 
to the Texas A&M Agri-Life Extension Service and Agri-
Life Research.  

Most ranchers don't insure their herds because of the 
cost, so a rancher could be out hundreds of thousands of 
dollars if an entire herd drowned, the Houston Chronicle 
reported. The Oklahoma National Stockyards, branded as 
one of the world's largest stocker and feeder cattle 
markets, sold beef cows for an average of $1,500 in May.  

Officials are still in the process of tallying the 
damages. "We're finding cattle in waist-deep water," said 
Sid Miller, Texas Agriculture commissioner. "But when we 

try to drive them to dry ground, many of them just collapse 
they're so exhausted."  

Cattle standing in water will have weakened skin and 
hooves that are susceptible to infection, said Dr. Dan 
Posey, a veterinarian and clinical professor at Texas A&M. 
Prolonged standing, lack of food and lack of drinkable 
water could make the cattle susceptible to respiratory 
disease, he said. "Not all of them will recover even though 
they were rescued," Posey said.  

Texas A&M economists estimated that Hurricane Ike 
in 2008 caused about $13.3 million in cattle losses, with 
an additional $23.3 million in damages to fences, hay and 
other farm equipment.  

Harvey may be more costly because it affected a 
larger area, said David Anderson, an A&M professor and 
agriculture economist. However, Anderson said he doesn't 
expect the losses to affect meat prices, because the 
number of cattle lost in Harvey won't be enough to impact 
the national beef market, which is expected to yield a 
record amount next year.  

The beef cows in the coastal regions are mostly 
raised for breeding, so their loss won't be immediately felt 
by meat packers. Coastal region calves are sent to Texas 
Panhandle feedlots where they grow to full size before 
going to slaughterhouses. 

Qualify for policy dividends by attending a Montana State Fund Ag Safety workshop once each year.  As a 

courtesy to our members Montana Cattlemen’s Association has scheduled a workshop on Cattlemen’s Day, 

December 9, at 9:00 a.m. Be sure to bring your policy number with you.  (See page 1 of this newsletter.) 

The Montana Cattlemen’s Board of Directors would like to thank BRUCE LEE for his many 
years serving as our representative on the Montana Beef Council.  Bruce and his wife Sally 
operate the Meadows Ranch in Choteau, raising cattle, horses, and border collies.  Bruce 
has been an active member in MCA working on the many issues facing Montana cattle 
producers and even though his term on the Beef Council has expired, we look forward to 
his continued involvement in our organization. 
 

GARY WOLD has been appointed to be the next MCA representative on the Montana Beef 
Council.  Gary ran Ranchland Packing in Butte for many years.  Gary is currently a MCA 
board member and his contribution has been invaluable.  Gary is looking forward to 
working with other members of the Montana Beef Council and promoting the policies of the 
Montana Cattlemen’s Association. 
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By MCA Director Gilles Stockton  

 

The discussion over the future of NAFTA is heating up. The commodity organizations deny any problems in the 
existing agreement and demand no changes, a position no doubt dictated to them by the global Big Ag corporations. 
The reality that I lived through tells a different story. 

Right from the beginning of NAFTA in 1994, Canadian cattle started to be dumped on the U.S. market depressing 
prices.   I don’t need my intuition to tell me that this was true, because it was a finding by the trade authorities that came 
to light only as a result of legal action taken by R-CALF. Earlier, while NAFTA was in the process of being ratified by 
Congress, Senator Max Baucus assured me, to my face, that he would fix any problems that arose. Neither he, nor 
Congress, nor the then existing or future Presidents did anything to stop the dumping of cattle in our market. 

It was not until 2003 that we got some relief, in a backwards sort of way, when a BSE (mad cow) infected cow 
imported from Canada was discovered. Countries that imported beef from the U.S. banned imports and we in turn 
stopped live imports from Canada. And guess what, the cattle market jumped twenty five percent (25%) overnight. This 
showed that not only were Canadian cattle being dumped on our market, they were being dumped in a coordinated 
manner by the beef packers to control prices paid for cattle. In other words, Canada was one big pool of captive supply 
cattle that was being used to manipulate our market. 

We could not stay with that happy situation. Using the NAFTA regulations as an excuse, we reopened cattle 
imports from Canada, even though it was clear that they had not eradicated BSE. In essence, we voluntarily adopted 
Canada’s disease status resulting in more beef on our markets, a continuation of blocked exports to Asia, the risk that 
an American consumer would contract a fatal brain disease from eating beef from Canada, and of course, lower cattle 
prices. 

In the meantime, Congress, after intense demand from cattle producers and consumers, passed Country-of-Origin 
Labeling (COOL).  It took more than a decade for the labeling to become a reality as COOL implementation was blocked 
by the Big Packers, their captive organization the NCBA (National Cattlemen’s Beef Association), Republican 
Congressional leaders, and the governments of Canada and Mexico. Eventually a NAFTA tribunal declared COOL to be 
trade illegal and the Republican dominated Congress happily rescinded COOL all together. 

So what has NAFTA brought to U.S. cattle producers: 

• The manipulation of domestic cattle prices through dumping and enhanced captive supply. 

• The introduction of a dangerous disease and the continued negative economic consequence of sharing that 
disease status even though we had successfully stopped BSE from contaminating the U.S. herd. 

• The interference of an international body on an issue which should be our exclusive sovereign right to inform 
consumers of beef where their food originated. 

• A trade deficit of more than $10 trillion over the life of NAFTA. 

From the perspective of U.S. cattle producers, NAFTA clearly needs to be reformed, if not rescinded altogether. 
This does not mean that other segments of agriculture and other industries have not had a more positive experience. 
Montana’s wheat farmers may have had a better situation over all, but I have read articles that suggests that the market 
for wheat has been all one way – into the U.S.  Somehow Canada manages to keep U.S. wheat out of their market and 
out of using their market infrastructure. 

It bothers me that the NCBA and the Farm Bureau have declared totally in favor of NAFTA as it currently stands, 
when it is clear that big problems exist. We need better representation if this country’s independent cattle producers are 
to survive. Reinstating COOL would be a good start. This would re-establish the principal of our national sovereignty and 
allow consumers the choice of supporting American producers. 

What COOL will not do is stop the use of Canadian cattle as part of the captive supply manipulation which is killing 
our markets. That, however, is something we can do all by ourselves by passing the Captive Supply Reform Act. Not 
only will the Captive Supply Reform Act require packers to publicly bid on domestic fat cattle, it will apply to Canadian 
imports. 
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OVER 1,000,000 ACRES BURNED  

IN MONTANA 
 
The 2017 fire season in Montana was exacerbated by 

severe drought conditions. By September 20, after rain 
and snow had significantly slowed most fire growth, the 
overall burned acreage in Montana was estimated at 
1,295,959 acres.  

Two fires alone burned over 100,000 acres each. The 
first was the Lodgepole Complex Fire in eastern Montana, 
which started on July 19 and burned over 270,000 acres 
before it was declared 93% contained two weeks later.  
The second was the Rice Ridge Fire, which was identified 
as the nation's top wildfire priority, after it rapidly 
expanded from about 40,000 acres to over 100,000 acres 
on September 3, 2017.  Approximately 48 fires were 
burning as of September 12, 2017, though some were 
under 1,000 acres.  The fire season began a month earlier 
than usual and months of June through August were the 
hottest and driest on record for Montana.  On July 29, 
Montana had 11.87 percent of its total land listed as in 
exceptional drought, the largest percentage in the nation.  
In mid-September, the eastern portion of the Going-to-the-
Sun Road in Glacier National Park was closed by ice and 
snow in the Rockies, while simultaneously the western 
portion was closed due to wildfires.  

Federal disaster assistance was requested by 
Governor Steve Bullock and FEMA granted funds for the 
Rice Ridge Fire near Seeley Lake, Alice Creek Fire near 
Lincoln, West Fork Fire near Libby, Highway 200 Complex 
in Sanders County, and the Moose Peak Fire.  Over $280 
million had been spent on firefighting by early August.  A 
number of areas were subjected to evacuation orders, 
including most of the town of Seeley Lake.  By September 
18, 2017, rain and snow had significantly slowed most 
fires.  

 
 

DROUGHT DRIVES CATTLE  
TO MARKET EARLY 

 

by Tom Lutey, Billings Gazette 
 

After suffering the worst drought in the nation, 
Montana ranchers, with little grass to feed livestock, are 
selling off their calves early, marketing reports show. 

More than 40,000 cattle have moved through auction 
barns in Miles City and Billings since July as Eastern 
Montana ranchers cope with drought-scorched pasture 
land with little green for cattle to chew on.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture Marketing 
Service tracks the sales.  Stockyards have moved 6,000 
animals more than they did during the same weeks in 
2016 and 11,000 more than in 2015. Sales numbers were 
tabulated from the date of the 11,699-acre July fire in 
Central Montana. The eastern two thirds of the state 
suffered the worst drought in the nation last summer. 

Bart Meged, Miles City Livestock owner, said it was 
the drought that drove cattle to market early, not the fire. 

“The numbers are weather related. They don’t have hay to 
feed. They don’t have the grazing, and feed is too 
expensive,” Meged said. “It’s just not cost-effective to feed 
$160 hay.” Large round bales of hay have become 
extremely expensive in a part of the state where fields 
burned to beige by June and spring seeded crops didn't 
sprout. 

Northeastern Montana got some relief as early fall 
rain moistened the soil. Meged said he encountered a 
farmer this fall cutting green spring wheat that came up in 
late August. This week, 66 percent of Montana pasture 
and range was rated poor to very poor by the National 
Agricultural Statistics Service. The area affected is double 
the five-year average. 

Improving cattle prices are also helping sales, Meged 
said. Always a factor, low prices kept cattle out of the 
auction yard in early fall two years ago as ranchers waited 
for a better deal. 

While Eastern Montana burned in the sun, the 
Yellowstone Valley did okay, said Joe Goggins, of Public 
Auction Yards. Ranchers around Billings started out the 
summer with good grass and an unusually wet spring. “We 
put up two years’ worth of hay,” Goggins said. 
“Yellowstone Valley had a great feed year. You get east of 
Billings and north of Billings and they were in drought.” 

Calves have been coming in lighter in the weeks 
leading up to October, but things are turning around a little 
bit for ranchers who have pasture greening up late after 
September rain and snow. 

 
 
 
 

 

USCA RESPONDS TO GIPSA RULE 
ANNOUNCEMENT 

 

(WASHINGTON) - The United States Cattlemen’s 
Association (USCA) responded to the announcement that 
the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) will 
withdraw the Grain Inspection, Packers and Stockyards 
Administration (GIPSA) Interim Final Rule regarding the 
Scope of Sections 202 (a) and (b) of the Packers and 
Stockyards Act.  The following statement may be 
attributed to USCA President Kenny Graner. 

“USCA is disappointed in today’s announcement. The 
proposed and interim rules sought to maintain competition 
in the marketplace; withdrawing the rule is a win for multi-
national packers and fails to put U.S. cattle producers 
first.” 

“USCA has been committed to seeing through 
necessary clarifications to the Packers and Stockyards Act 
and a withdrawal of the rule does not solve the problems 
in today’s marketplace. Anti-competitive buying practices 
and the lack of true price discovery remain critical issues 
to our industry and ones that must be addressed.” 

“The issues remain the same, regardless of today’s 
announcement, and USCA will look to work with industry, 
Congress, and the Administration on addressing the 
loopholes still remaining by the result of withdrawing the 
rule.” 



MONTANA CATTLEMEN’S NEWSLETTER PAGE  9 

BEEF CHECKOFF ASSESSMENT 
 

On June 21, 2017, the U.S. District Court granted R-CALF USA a preliminary injunction whereby Montana 
producers wanting up to 50¢ of their mandatory $1 per head beef checkoff assessment to remain in Montana for state 
promotion, research, and information programs may make that request by completing the sample form below.   

Currently, very little of your $1 checkoff assessment stays in Montana.  The Montana Beef Council (MBC) is 
required by law to forward 50¢ of each $1 collected to the national Cattlemen’s Beef Board (CBB).  The MBC then has 
the discretion of how to spend the remaining 50¢, including sending that to the CBB as well.  By completing the form 
below you are directing the MBC to keep the remaining 50¢ in Montana to promote Montana beef.  

You may download a copy of the form from the Montana Beef Council website, or obtain a form when you take 
your cattle to livestock markets.  The forms may be submitted to MBC on an annual basis by January 15, or a monthly 
basis on the 15th of the month following the month cattle were sold.  NOTE: Chaley Harney will be available to further 
explain and answer questions on this procedure at Cattlemen's Day (see Page 1). 
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 Annual Membership  
January 1—December 31, 2018 

  

Name: 

  

Ranch Name: 

  

Address: 

  

City:       County:      

  

State:    Zip:   Phone:      

   

Email: 
  

 Own cattle: ____Yes   ____No  Tribal member:  ____Yes  ____No 
  
  

  

TOTAL AMOUNT SUBMITTED:      $_______________________ 
  

Only members owning cattle have voting rights   ~   One member—one vote 

Associate members do not own cattle but are supportive of MCA goals 
  

Please mail completed form along with your check to: 
  

  

OR ~ Optional Premier Memberships: 

  
Gene Autry level ~ $100 per year 
  
Roy Rogers level ~ $150 per year 
  
John Wayne level ~ $200 per year 
  
Additional Optional Contribution 
  

Membership Dues: 

  
Cattle Producer ~ $50 
  
Associate Member ~ $50 
  
College Student ~ $25  
  
Junior Member ~ $25  
 (Age 18 & younger) 

 

MONTANA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
P.O. Box 536   

Vaughn, MT  59487   

Please make copies of this membership form for multiple memberships or to share with your friends and neighbors. 

 

Your continued support of Montana Cattlemen’s Association is very much appreciated! 

NOTE:   
 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR 2018 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP IN  
MONTANA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 

 
DUE DATE:  JANUARY 1, 2018 
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The Montana Cattlemen’s Association Brand Book and Reference Manual is a 
deluxe hard cover three-volume series which catalogs Montana’s recorded 
livestock brands.  It also includes some special “extras”:  ranch histories,  
western poetry, traditional cowboy recipes, and photos. 
 
The three volumes of the brand book have been divided into the following 
counties: 
 
WESTERN:  Lincoln, Flathead, Lake, Sanders, Missoula, Ravalli, Granite, 
Powell, Glacier, Pondera, Teton, Lewis & Clark, Deer Lodge, Jefferson, 
Silverbow, Madison, Beaverhead, Gallatin, Broadwater, and Mineral. 
 
CENTRAL:  Toole, Liberty, Hill, Choteau, Judith Basin, Blaine, Fergus, 
Petroleum, Meagher, Wheatland, Sweet Grass, Park, Golden Valley, 
Musselshell, Yellowstone, Stillwater, Cascade and Carbon. 
 
EASTERN:  Phillips, Valley, Daniels, Roosevelt, Sheridan, Garfield, Rosebud, 
Treasure, Big Horn, McCone, Richland, Dawson, Prairie, Wibaux, Custer, 
Fallon, Powder River, and Carter. 

MONTANA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION 
PO BOX 536  ~  VAUGHN, MT  59487 

 

Brand Book Order Form 
 

Books can also be ordered online at www.montanacattlemen.org 
SHIP TO: 

 

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City:________________________________________________ST_______________Zip________________ 
 
Telephone:_____________________________________Email:____________________________________________ 
 

Eastern Volume ( 516 pages):   $65                 ___________  
                           (Quantity) 

 
Central Volume  (634 pages):    $75    ___________   
                (Quantity) 

 
Western Volume (512 pages):   $65  ___________     

                                                 (Quantity)  
        

Three-volume set:                 $185  ___________     
                                                                                       (Quantity)  
                    
   TOTAL AMOUNT SUBMITTED:             $_______________________
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Vaughn, MT  59487 

NEWSLETTER 

“BEEF ON EVERY PLATE” 
 

Proudly sponsored by MCA and its members! 

 
One in seven Montanans struggle with hunger; one in five children in Montana live in households that struggle 

with hunger.    USDA reports 11.5% of Montana households are “food insecure” and often skip meals or go to bed 
hungry, including the elderly and young children. Many on fixed incomes, single mothers, and the working poor 
simply cannot afford to purchase quality meat to feed their families.  

 

Montana Cattlemen's Foundation has organized the “BEEF ON EVERY PLATE” program to enable cattle 
producers to donate beef to help feed our neighbors.  To date we have provided beef for over 240,000 meals!! 

 

As cattle producers, we always have beef in the freezer.  Unfortunately, this is a luxury that too many Montanans 
do not share.  The need is overwhelming!  

 

If you wish to donate a cow, bull, or steer, please call the Montana Cattlemen’s Foundation 406-930-1883 to 
make arrangements.  For those who do not own cattle, cash donations are also needed to help pay for costs 
associated with processing the beef.  THANK YOU to Town Pump for a $5000 donation to help with meat 
processing costs—your support is greatly needed and appreciated!! 

 

Montana Cattlemen’s Foundation is working with the Montana Food Bank Network and others to distribute the 
hamburger throughout the state. With your help we can provide assistance to Montanans in need! 
 
 

Montana Cattlemen’s Foundation for Research, Education and Endowment is a non-profit tax-exempt charitable  

foundation organized under IRS tax code Section 501(c)(3). All of your contributions are fully deductible.  

There are no administration costs, so 100% of your donation goes to this program! 
 

For more information please contact: 
 

MONTANA CATTLEMEN’S ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION 
PO Box 536 ~ Vaughn, MT  59487 

(406) 930-1883  
 
 

     Email:    mca@montanacattlemen.org 
                      Web: www.montanacattlemen.org 

 


